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Use of face masks among patients with influenza-like illnesses in Xicheng District of Beijing
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Use of face masks among patients with influenza-like illnesses in Xicheng District of Beijing
SUN Xiao-yu CHU Yan-hui REN Jian ZHANG Zhen
Center for Disease Control and Prevention of Xicheng District Beijing 100120 China

Abstract: [Objective]To investigate the situation of the use of face masks among patients with influenza-like illnesses ILI .
[Methods]The questionnaire investigation was conducted among ILI patients in fever clinic during influenza season. T test and
Chi-square test were used in statistical analysis.[Results]125 ILI patients were enrolled in this investigation the mean age was
38.84 years old and male-to-female ratio was 1:1.78. For the daily life 48% of respondents rarely or never wore face masks. The
main reasons for wearing masks included avoiding bringing germs to others 43.2%  avoiding air pollution 40.0%  and
preventing being infected by others 38.49% . The types of masks were surgical mask paper mask cotton mask and N95
respirator which were listed from the most frequent use to the least. The proportion of females who wore masks in daily life

76.92% was higher than that of females who did not wear masks 50.0%  and the difference was statistically significant. After
getting sick the rate of sneeze in wearing masks group was 63.46% which was significant higher than that in non-wearing masks
group 29.73% .[Conclusion]The proportion of ILI patients who have wore face masks in daily life and during the disease period
is still low and some of them did not choose the appropriate type of face masks.
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